
 
CHANTEL VERNER

Instructional Coach

Chantel is responsible for the programs 
supporting Indigenous students at OCDSB 
and for offering professional development 
opportunities to staff.

The programs supporting students might 
involve workshops, leadership camps, and 
lesson plan development. Chantel finds 
resources for teachers and schools. 

She answers staff questions and is available 
to make presentations at staff meetings 
regarding Indigenous initiatives within 
the District. Chantel plays a pivotal role 
in maintaining positive relationships with 
Indigenous partners. 

Educators are encouraged to contact her at 
chantel.verner @ocdsb.ca

 
KRIS MEAWASIGE  

& JOSH LEWIS
Student Support &  

Re-Engagement Coordinators

Kris and Josh support the academic journey 
of students and their families. They hold 
one-on-one, or group meetings and circles. 

Topics may include, but are not limited to, 
academic support, cultural support and 
finding ways to re-engage with the  
school system.

They also work with various community 
partners to ensure students and their 
families are accessing all relevant 
supporting organizations.

If the family agrees that they would like 
their child to meet with either Kris or Josh, 
teachers and school staff are encouraged to 
contact them at kris.meawasige@ocdsb.ca 
or joshua.lewis@ocdsb.ca

 
JODY ALEXANDER

System  
Vice Principal

Jody supports the central staff and 
school teams with their understanding of 
contemporary and customary Indigenous 
perspectives, history and issues. 

She also provides direction to OCDSB 
teams and schools as they continue their 
work to become culturally responsive and 
to implement the Calls to Action of the 
Truth & Reconciliation Commission. 

Jody is available to provide professional 
development and support for implementing 
the First Nations, Métis & Inuit Framework. 

Administrators are encouraged to contact 
her at jody.alexander@ocdsb.ca

 
KAREENA BUTLER

Itinerant Teacher (K–8)
 
Kareena supports elementary teachers in 
English and French classrooms K-8. She 
collaborates with teachers to co-create 
authentic learning tasks and cross-curricular 
activities that reflect First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit perspectives and histories. She 
works in the classrooms, co-teaching and 
modeling lessons as well as facilitating 
classroom circles/discussions.

She promotes a safe and caring culturally 
responsive learning environment by 
infusing Indigenous literature, art and music 
in the school. She shares best practices and 
effective instructional strategies to engage 
educator and student learning and to 
support well-being.

Educators are encouraged to contact her 
at: kareena.butler@ocdsb.ca
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